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Preach’d  before  tire  Honourable 

Houfe  of  Commdns : 


On  Friday ,  ^December  the  1 6th, ,  jyscC 


Sabati  1 7°-  Decemb.  1720. 
Ordered, 


THAT  the  Thanks  of  this 
Houfe  be  given  to  the  Re¬ 
verend  Dr.  Wilcocks,  for  the 
Sermon  Preach'd  before  this 
Houfe  Tejlerday ,  at  St.  Marga¬ 
rets  Weftminfter,  And  that  he 
be  dejired  to  Print  the  fame  ;  And 
that  AMr.  Comptroller,  AMr. 
Edgcumbe,  and  Sir  Thomas 
D’Ath  do  acquaint  him  there¬ 
with.  ‘  ■  • 

Paul  Jodrell, 

Cl’  Dom’  Com’ 


t 

The  Increafe  of  Righteousness  the  heft  Pre~ 
fervative  againjl  National  Judgements. 
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raining  Pardon  of  Our  Sins  and  averring  God’s 
Judgments  ;  and  particularly  for  befeeching  God  ro 
prelerve  Us  from  the  Plague  with  which  feveral 
other  Countries  are  at  this  time  Vilited. 
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Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  His  Majesty. 
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Price  Four-Pence. 


1 


Genesis  xviii.  3a. 

lA nd  he  faidy  Oh  let  not 
the  Lor  d  be  angry , 
and  I  1 will  fpeak  yet 
but  this  once  :  Ter  ad¬ 
venture  Ten  Jhatt  be  found 
there.  <_And  he  faidy  I 
will  not  dejlroy  it  for 
Tens  fake. 

HESE  Words  are  the  Con- 
clufion  of  Abr  ah  uni's  Expo- 
ftulation  with  God  con¬ 
cerning  the  intended  De- 
ftruftion  of  a  notorioully 
wicked  People.  That  the  Cry  of  Sodom 

and 
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and  Gomorrah  had  been  great  and 
their  Sin  very  grievous  was  not  at 
Vcr.  43.  all  difputed  by  Abraham ,  But  wilt  thou 
alfo ,  fays  he 9  dcflroy  the  Righteous  with 
the  Wicked  ?  that  be  far  from  Thee  ;  to  do 
yer<  after  this  manner ,  to  (lay  the  Righteous  with 
Wicked  and  that  the  Righteous  Jhould  be-  as 
the  Wicked,  that  be  far  from  Thee  :  Shall  not 
the  Judge  of  all  the  Earth  do  right  ? 

/  ...  *  '  '  ■  V  ^ 

In,  anfwer  to  which,  without  de¬ 
termining  the  Queftion  in  general , 
God  tells  him,  That  if  there  were  in 
Sodom  any  confiderable  Number  of 
Righteous  Men  He  would  fpare  all  the 
Place  for  their  Sakes.  From  Fifty,  there¬ 
fore  ,  which  was  the  Number  firft 

t  *  -  ,  -r 

mention’d,  Abraham  goes  on  fuppoiing 
liill  fewer  and  fewer  till  he  came  to 
Ten,  and  receiving  the  fame  gracious 
Anfwer  to  that  Queftion,  as  he  had 
done  to  the  foregoing ,  he  follicited 
no  further,  but  return’d  unto  his  own 
place  ;  eoncluding  either  that  there 
was  that  number  of  Righteous  there, 
-  and 
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and  that  the  City  would  be  fpar’d, 
or  that  if  there  was  not,  it  would 
be  unreafonable  to  ask  it. 

The  Occafion  of  the  Words  being 
thus  related,  the  Application  of  them 
will  be  but  too  eafy  to  the  Bufinels 
we  are  here  met  about.  That  the 
Iniquities  of  our  finful  Land  are  grie¬ 
vous,  is  what  we  want  no  Proof  of; 
that  the  Vengeance  of  G  o  d,  is  hover¬ 
ing  over  us  we  very  juftly  appre¬ 
hend  ;  and  the  Number  of  the  Righ¬ 
teous  in  thefe  large  and  populous 
Kingdom  is,  we  fear,  exceeding  fmall 
in  Proportion  to  the  Multitude  of  Sin¬ 
ners.  From  Abraham’s  Reafoning  there¬ 
fore  with  God,  and  the  iffue  of  it  in 
the  Cafe  of  Sodom ,  I  fhall  for  our 
prefent  Inftruction,  deduce  thefe  follow¬ 
ing  Obfervations,  viz, 

I.  That  tho’  it  would,  ftri&ly 
fpeaking,  be  no  Breach  of  Equi¬ 
ty,  if  in  fending  National  Judg¬ 
ments 
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fnents  and  Evils,  barely  Tempo¬ 
ral,  God  fliould  fcftietimes  de- 
ftroy  the  Righteous  with  the 
Wicked  ;  yet  the  Meafures  of  his 
Providence  in  taking  Vengeance, 
afe,  for  the  rfioft  part,  temper’d 
with  fo  much  Mercy,  as  to  in. 
cline  Him  to  fpare  Multitudes  of 
Sinners  for  the  Sake  of  a  few 
Righteous; 

And  I  Is  Of  what  Confequenee 
therefore  even  a  few  good  Men 
are  in  the  World,  and  what  an 
Advantage  Men  of  true  Religion 
are  to  any  Society  or  Nation; 

The  Difpenfations  of  Providence 
in  Regard  to  Temporal  Judgments  7 
feem  to  be  under  the  Direction  of 
great  Wifdom  ;  for  fliould  God  take 
no  Vengeance  at  all  here,  it  might 
be  queftion’d,  Whether  he  took  notice 
of  Mens  Wickednefs,  whether  he  had 
Holinefs  enough  to  diflike,  or  Power 

to 
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to  chaftife  it ;  and  on  the  other  Hand, 
fhould  he  always  let  loofe  his  Wrath, 
where  it  is  deferv’d,  Men  might  be 
tempted  to  argue,  that  there  is  no 
other  Life  but  this,  nor  any  Occafion 
for  a  future  Tryal. 

To  guard  therefore  again!!:  the  Ca¬ 
vils  of  thofe  who  would  infinuate. 
That  there  is  no  G  o  d,  or  no  Provi¬ 
dence  ,  the  Almighty  fometimes 
makes  bare  his  Arm,  and  fends  down 
upon  the  Unrighteous  vifible  and  awa¬ 
kening  Judgments.  And  yet  withall  to 
fhew  the  Expediency  of  a  future  State, 
and  of  Retributions  to  come,  he  per¬ 
mits  others  to  go  unpunifh’d  here  and 
to  be  carry’d  to  the  Grave  in  Peace, 
and  without  any  vifible  Judgments  o- 
vertaking  them.  And  when  it  feems 
requifite  to  God  to  punifti  a  finful 
Nation  by  fending  Sword,  or  Pefti-. 
lence,  or  any  other  Inftruments  of  his 
Wrath,  good  and  bad  Men  muft  be, 
liable,  as  to  all  outward  Circumftances, 
to  lhare  alike  in  the  Calamity.  If,  for 
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In  fiance,  They  are  invaded  by  a  con¬ 
quering  Enemy,  the  Condition  of  Sla¬ 
very  becomes  Univerfal ;  if  Famine  be 
to  rage  in  the  Land,  the  NecefTities  of 
good  Men  being  the  fame  with  thofe 
of  bad,  Scarcity  and  Hunger,  will  di- 
flrefs  and  famifh  both  alike  ■  if  the  Pe- 
Ifilence  be  to  diffufe  itfelf,  all  that 
breath  the  fame  Air,  feed  on  the  fame 
Diet,  and  have  like  Conftitutions  will 
be  equally  fubject  to  fall  before  it. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  God  might 
by  a  miraculous  Interpofal  make  a 
Difference,  and  fo  perhaps  he  often  does 
without  our  difcerning  it;  but  there 
is  no  Occafion  for  his  doing  fo  to  vin¬ 
dicate  his  juftice  ;  temporal  Profperity 
being  matter  of  mere  Favour  from 
Providence,  and  what  good  Men  can 
claim  no  Right  to ;  For  the  Blellings 
which  Religion  promifes,  are  of  a 
•Spiritual  Nature,  its  Treafures  are  in- 
vifible,  and  the  Kingdom  which  it  fpeaks 
of,  and  the  Crown  it  offers  are  fuch 
as  Flefh  and  Blood  cannot  inherit. 

.  .  Nay, 
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Nay,  were  temporal  Evils  to  be  al¬ 
ways  look’d  upon  as  a  Cure  Mark  of 
God’s  Difpleafure,  yet  even  upon  this 
Suppofition  the  Divine  Providence 
might  involve  good  Men  in  National 
judgements  without  the  Charge  of 
Injuftice  ;  becaufe  tho’  fome  Men  are 
better  than  others,  yet  the  very  belt 
deferve  Correction  and  Punifhment  at 
God’s  Hands. 

T  o  argue  therefore  in  any  Calamity 
befalling  a  great  many  at  once,  That 
there  were  no  righteous  Men  amongft 
them,  or  that  if  there  were,  God’s 
Providence  mu  ft  be  blind,  and  his  Way 
unequal,  is  inconclufive  Reafoning,  and 
to  affert  it  from  the  Text  is  falfe 
DoTrine  a5  for  we  find  no  Decifion 
given  to  the  Queftion  in  general  ? 
Whether  to  deftroy  the  Righteous 
with  the  Wicked ,  were  inconfiftent 
with  the  Divine  Juftice  ;  it  being 
only  laid ,  That  in  that  particular 
Cafe,  and  upon  Abraham* s  Intercelfion? 
had  Sodom  had  Ten  good  Men  in 

B  2  it 
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it  G  6  d  would  have  Ipared  it  ■  not 

that  he  was  oblig’d  to  .do  lb  in  Ju- 
ftice,  but  inclined  in  Mercy. 

And  indeed  ,  the  Meafures  of 
G  o  d’s  Providence  in  taking  Ven¬ 
geance,  are,  for  the  moft  part,  tem¬ 
per’d  with  fo  much  Mercy,  as  to 
incline  Him  to  fpare  Multitudes  of 
Sinners,  for  the  fake  of  a  few  Righ¬ 
teous.  When  the  Israelites  had  offend¬ 
ed  G  o  d  to  fitch  a  degree  by  wor- 
fhipping  the  molten  Calf  that  his  Wrath 
Wax’d  hot ,  and  He  was  ready  to 
confume  them,  for  Mofes's  Sake  he 
with-held  his  Hand,  and  repented  of 
the  Evil  which  he  thought  to  do  un¬ 
to  them.  In  like  manner  PotiphaP s 
Houle ,  and  Pharaoh's  Kingdom  prof, 
fper’d  on  account  of  Jofeph,  and  a 
Blelling  was  brought  upon  the  Arms 
of  Saul  for  David's  Services.  And  it 

was  by  Reafon  of  the  Land’s  Tref- 
€» 

faflfmg  very  grievouily,  that  the  Word 
the  Lord  declar’d  by  Ezekiel,  That 
when  E Amine,  noifome  Beajis ,  Sword,  or 

Pejlilence, 
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VeJHlencc ,  or  any  other  Inftrument  of 
G  o  d’s  Fury  fhould  be  fent  againft 
it,  'lhtj  Noah,  Daniel  Md  Job  were  Ezek. 
in  it  they  fhould  deliver  hut  their  own 
Souls  by  their  Riohteeufnefs.  Which 
Declaration  as  it  fhew’d  that  particu¬ 
lar  Sentence  to  be  irreverfible,  fo  it 
was  an  imply’d  Conceflion ,  that  in 
all  ordinary  Cafes  it  was  otherwife  • 
and  that  generally  fpeaking  fuch  good 
Men  did  turn  away  the  Divine  Wrath 
from  a  wicked  Land,  and  preferve  others 
by  their  Righteoufnefs. 

O  f  what  Confequence  therefore  , 
may  we  juftly  inferr  ,  that  even  a  few 
good  Men  are  in  the  World,  and 
what  an  Advantage  Men  of  true  Re¬ 
ligion  are  to  any  Society  or  Nati¬ 
on  ? 

I  n  the  Eftimations  of  worldly  Wifi 
dom ,  Men  are  apt  to  argue  the 
Happinefs  of  a  People,  from  their  Num¬ 
bers,  Pviches,  Power,  Skill  orlnduftry, 
but  one  who  confiders  the  true  Springs 

of 
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of  G  o  d’s  Providence  would  Reafon  at 
another  Rate ,  and  conclude  ,  upon 
furer  Grounds,  That  the  Glory  of  a 
Land  is  its  Religion ,  and  its  Happh 
nefs  to  be  judg’d  of  by  the  Number  of 
holy  and  upright  Men  who  ferve  God 
in  it.  For  tho’  the  Circumftances  of 
fuch  put  them  in  no  Capacity  of  Pub- 
lick  Service,  they  have  an  Intereft  with 
Him,  who  ruleth  over  ally  and  is  higher 
than  the  bighefi . 

I  n  this  Senfe  therefore ,  and  in  its 
Influence  the  fpeculative  and  retir’d  Life, 
may  be  the  moft  a&ive;  the  Devotion 
of  feme  in  their  Clofets,  fnay  give  a 
Providential  Turn  to  the  Debates '  and 
Refolutions  of  others  in  Council ;  by 
thisy  even,  Kjngs  may  reign ,  and  Princes 
decree  Jaflicey  the  Happinefs  of  Nati¬ 
ons  may  be  lecur’d  or  increas’d,  their 
fecret  Enemies  be  difappointed,  and  their 
avow’d  ones  flee  before  them, 

A  n  d  this  Reflection  may  greatly 
help  to  eafe  the  Minds  of  good  Men, 

nmL, 
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and  to  humble  and  confound  bad  ones; 
the  former  may  fatisfy  themfelves  that 
in  any  Condition  of  ;Life,  while  they 
are  dutiful  to  God,  they  may,  tho’ 
unknown  to  themfelves,  be  Publick  Be¬ 
nefactors  ;  and  the  latter  can  ne’er  be 
fure  but  that  the  pious  Man  whom 
they  fet  at  nought,  and  the  Service  of 
God,  which  they  make  a  Mock  at, 
may  be  the  true  and  only  Caufe  of  all 
their  Profperity. 

'-V' "  *  *  1  V  •  k  •  jL  *«r  ,x  ~  A\, 

• 

And  if  the  Cafe  be  thus,  can  the 
Wifdom  of  a  Nation  be  better  fhewn 
or  more  ufefully  employ’d  than  in  pro- 
moting  the  Fear  of  God,  and  the  in- 
fluence  of  Religion?  Can  our  earthly 
Rulers  more  effectually  confult  even  the 
Temporal  Happinefs  of  their  Subjects^ 
or  be  the  Mimjiers  of  God  to  them  for 
a  greater  Good ,  than  the  obtaining 
Bleffings  for  their  Dominions  and  then> 
felves,  by  making  ufe  of  all  the  proper 
Methods  of  turning  many  unto  Right  eouf 
nejs .  To  prefer  ve:  Peace  on  Earth  is 
indeed  the  End  of  their  Inftitution,  and 

the 
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the  Bufinefs  of  their  Office,  but  the 
Charafter  they  bear,  and  the  Dignity 
they  are  inverted  in,  does  but  increafe 
their  Obligation  to  countenance  God’s 
Publick  Worfhip  by  an  exemplary 
Piety.  As  they  are  the  Subftitutes 
and  Vicegerents  of  God,  and  ordain’d 
of  Him,  as  their  Rank  and  Station  in 
this  World  is  allotted  them  by  His  Pro* 
vidence,  the  Diftribution  of  all  their  Re¬ 
wards  and  Punifhments,  and  every  ACt 
of  their  Authority  may  lawfully,  and 
with  Honour,  be  directed  to  the  fet- 
ting  forth  of  His  Glory. 

But  while  we  thils  account  for  the 
Methods  of  Providence  here  on  Earth, 
we  muft  beware  of  carrying  this  Ar¬ 
gument  further  than  it  will  hold,  by 
fuppofing,  that  the  lame  Face  of  Af¬ 
fairs  is  to  continue  when  this  World 
is  at  an  end.  For  it  is  only  here  that 
the  Sins  of  the  Wicked  can  involve 
the  Righteous  in  Calamities  ;  or  that 
the  Piety  of  a  few  holy  Men  can  fcreen 
a  Multitude  of  Sinners:  Cireumftances 

hereafter 
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hereafter  will  be  quite  otherwife,  when 
there  comes  to  be  no  DiftinTion  of 
Nations  or  Societies;  when  all  Civil 
and  Political  Relation  is  at  an  end,  and 
the  Kindreds  and  Languages  of  the 
Earth  are  diffolv’d  into  a  State  of  In¬ 
dependency.  Every  Bread:  will  then 
be  taken  up  with  a  feparate  Intereft, 
each  Offender  will  ftand  fingle,  be  try’d 
alone,  and  receive  a  perlonal  Sen¬ 
tence. 

i  0 

The  Wheat  and  the  Tares  which 
took  Root  in  the  fame  Soil,  which 
fprang  up  and  grew  together  by  the 
fame  Showers,  and  the  fame  Sun’s  In¬ 
fluence,  will,  at  the  Harveft  of  the 
World,  have  a  final  Separation.  The 
Sheep  and  the  Goats  which  fed  together, 
and  equally  enjoy’d  the  Shepherd’s  Care 
here,  will  then  be  put  afunder,  and 
the  one  fet  on  the  Right-hand  for 
Honour,  and  the  other  on  the  Left 
for  Difhonour.  Even  Abraham,  Sodom\ 
Advocate  in  the  Text,  will  then  Rea- 
fon  in  a  different  Strain,  and  urge,  as 
1  C  he 
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he  did  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Rich  Man 
and  Lazarus ,  That  between  the  Bleifed 
and  the  Miferable  there  is  a  wide  Gulf 
fix’d,  which  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  can  pafs  over ;  that  they  are  ne¬ 
ver  again  to  fhare  Happinefs  or  Cala¬ 
mities  in  common,  but  muft  remain 
excluded  from  all  Intercourfe  by  an 
eternal  Separation. 

Having  thus  obferv’d  how  God’s 
Providence  might  deal  with  Cities  and 
Nations  in  Jul  lice,  how  He  common¬ 
ly  does  deal  by  them  in  Mercy,  and 
of  what  Confequence  a  few  good  Men 
are  in  the  World  ;  a  due  Reflection 
thereupon,  will  furnifh  our  Minds  with 
a  ready  Explication  of  forpe  Occurrences 
in  the  Courfe  of  God’s  Providence, 
which  are  apt  to  perplex  and  difcou- 
rage  good  Men,  and  to  make  Sinners 
grew  daring.  Does  God  tell  Abraham , 
that  for  the  Sake  of  Ten  Righteous  he 
would  overlook  the  Provocations  of  a 
populous  City,  would  let  it  ftill  flou- 
rifh  and  enjoy  the  Comfort  of  his  Blef- 

fings, 
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lings,  tho’  the  Cry  of  their  Iniquity 
was  great  and  their  Sin  grievous  ; 
how  applicable  an  I  nil  met  ion  is  this  to 
the  Governors  of  this  World,  not  to  be 
difeourag’d  from  the  Exercife  of  a  Pub- 
lick  Spirit,  for  want  of  a  Publick  Ac¬ 
knowledgment;  but  to  bear,  like  Pro¬ 
vidence,  with  the  Murmurs  and  In¬ 
gratitude  of  the  Major  Part,  and  be 
contented  to  conferr  Benefits  at  large, 
and  to  throw  away  gracious  Offices 
upon  many  undeferving  Men,  for  the 
Sake  of  their  lighting  upon  fome  good 
Ones  ? 

Do  we  fee  Cities  and  Nations  a- 
bandon’d  to  all  V ice,  and  polluted  with 
every  Sin  of  Sodom ,  and  yet  no  Ven¬ 
geance  from  above,  no  Fire  from  Hea¬ 
ven  pour’d  down  upon  them,  and  may 
we  not  conclude  that  they  are  fpared 
at  the  fecret  Intercefifion  of  fome  Abra¬ 
ham,  and  for  the  Sake  of  a  few  Righ¬ 
teous  ?  Do  Sinners  p;*ofper  in  the 

World,  have  they  Riches  in  Poflefiion, 
do  neither  their  Deceit  nor  Injuftice 

C  2  root 

it: 

h 


10 


A  Faft-Sermon  Preach  d 

root  them  out  of  the  Earth  nor  blafft 
their  Credit?  And  may  it  not  jje  ar¬ 
gued  that,  They  are  permitted  to  thrive.* 
by  the  Blefling  and  for  the  Benefit  of 
a  Relation  or  Dependent;  for  fome 
good  Mail’s  Sake  who  relies  upon  and 
fublifts  by  them,  muft  be  a  Sharer  in 
their  Misfortunes,  and  be  crufh’d  in 
their  Ruins? 

I  n  the  Method  of  Go  d’s  Govern-, 
meat  of  the  World,  the  Point  in  View, 
is  always  to  confult  the  Welfare  and 
Benefit  of  the  whole  ;  to  let  loofe  or 
reftrain  his  Vengeance  not  with  Re- 
fpect  to  the  Offenders  themfelves,  nor 
in  Proportion  to  their  Crimes;  but  as 
immediate  Judgment,  or  Forbearance, 
will  beft  anfwer  the  Purpofes  of  his 
general  Defign,  as  all  Things  confider- 
ed,  and  in  the  Main,  the  Interelf  and 
good  Government  of  the  World  may 
make  it  requifite.  Happy  were  it  could 
our  eafthly  Rulers  copy  after  that  un¬ 
erring  Wifdom  ;  could  the  Refentments 
of  paffionate  Man  be  calmly  regulated 

by 
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fay  a  like  Condu£t,  and  his  Juft  ice  and 
Judgment  fo  executed,  after  the  Ex¬ 
ample  of  Providence,  as  to  terminate 
always  in  the  common  Benefit. 

Whatever  our  National  Deferts 
have  been,  our  Publick  Affairs  have 
for  many  Years  been  fo  profperous, 
that  from  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
Reign  to  this  Time,  all  our  extraordi¬ 
nary  Occafions  of  addreffing  ourfelves 
to  God  have  been  for  Praife  and 
Thanfgiving.  The  Honour  of  the  Bri*> 
tijh  Throne  has  fcarce  ever  been  at  an 
higher  Pitch  of  Glory  for  fuccouring 
diftrefs’d  Nations,  and  reftraining  un- 
juft  Powers  from  invading  the  Rights 
of  others,  and  difturbing  the  Repofe  of 
Chrijlendom .  The  Ballance  of  Europe 9 

by  an  able  Adminiftration  ftill  hangs 
upon  the  British  Sceptre,  and  its  Aux¬ 
iliary  Fleets  continue  to  give  Law 
from  the  Frozen  to  the  Torrid  Zone, 
and  even  as  far  as  the  Seas  themfelves 
are  fpread  upon  the  Globe.  And  while 
we  are  celebrated  Abroad  as  the  Guar¬ 
dians 
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dians  of  injured  Nations,  the  Scourge 
and  Terror  of  Oppreffors,  we  have  the 
Happinefs  to  be  blefs’d  at  Home  with 
as  full  an  Enjoyment,  as  we  caiiwifh 
for,  of  our  Religion,  Laws,  and  Li¬ 
berties.  And  even  in  this  our  Day  of 
Dejection,  that  which  brings  us  toge¬ 
ther  now  to  proftrate  ourfelves  and  de¬ 
precate  the  Wrath  of  God  in  Chri- 
ftian  Sackcloth  and  Afhes,  i.  t.  with 
Weeping,  Faffing  and  Praying,  is  ra¬ 
ther  the  Apprehenfion  of  what  our 
Neighbouring  Nations  fuller,  than  any 
Strokes  of  the  Divine  Vengeance  we 
yet  feel  ourfelves. 

I  t  is  true,  that  we  are  not  with¬ 
out  our  Difappointments  and  Uneafi- 
neffes,  the  pleafmg  Hopes  and  too  eager 
Defires  of  Gain  have  held  us  for  a 
Time  under  ftrong  Delufions ;  after 
flattering  ourfelves  in  a  Golden  Dream, 
that  we  were  heaping  up  immenfe 
Treafures,  and  pofleffing  ourfelves  of 
endlefs  Wealth,  we  are  diffatisfy’d  , 
now  we  are  awake  again,  that  thofe 

imaginary 


before  the  Iloufe  of  Commons.  a  3 

imaginary  Riches  have  not  prov’d  real 
Ones.  But  as  among  Private  Perfons 
the  Way  to  judge  of  any  one’s  Condi¬ 
tion  is  to  view  it  with  that  of  other 
Men ;  fo  the  Profperity  of  Nations  and 
Kingdoms  will  be  belt  eftimated  by  a 
Companion.  And  if  we  caft  our  Eyes 
over  the  feveral  States  of  Europe ,  we 
fhall  find  that  the  Evils  which  we 
complain  of  are  fuch  only  as  the  hap-, 
piefl:  of  our  Neighbours  fhare  in  com¬ 
mon  with  us ;  but  if  we  take  a  View 
of  others,  what  Scenes  of  Defolation 
by  Fire  and  Sword  may  we  behold  in 
a  Northern ,  and  once  flourilhing  King¬ 
dom  ?  What  cruel  Devaluations  and  Ra¬ 
vages  has  the  wild  Boar  out  of  the  Fo - 
rejl  been  making  with  more  than  Go- 
thick  Barbarity  ? 

I  f  we  turn  our  Eyes  Southward , 
where  the  deftroying  Angel  has  been 
pouring  cut  the  Vials  of  Godds  Wrath  up¬ 
on.  Thoufandsy  and  Ten  Thoufands ;  where 
the  Pefiilence  fill  walketh  in  Darknefs , 
and  the  Sicknefs  wafeth  at  Noon-day ,  how 

miferable 


A  Faft-Sermon  Preach’d. 

miferable  a  Spectacle  muft  that  delb* 
late  Land  afford,  and  that  once  joyous 
City ,  whofe  Merchant r,  as  the  Prophet 
lays  of  Tyre,  were  Princes ,  and  whofe 
Trafckers  were  the  Honourable  of  the  Earth  ? 
And  while  Sword  and  Peftilence  have 
afflicted  thefe  unhappy  Quarters  of 
Europe  from  the  one  Sea  to  the  other, 
we  have  been  alarm’d  from  the  Center  of 
it  by  Lamentations  and  Mourning  and  Wo. 
Our  injur’d  Brethren  of  the  Reformed 
Religion  being  weary’d  by  Oppreflion, 
and  finding  the  Yoke  of  their  Bon¬ 
dage  become  infupportable,  have  fo 
loudly  Implor’d  Succour  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Defender  of  the  Faith,  as  to  en¬ 
gage  our  Sovereign’s  Councils,  His  molt 
powerful  Interpofals,  and  even  his  per- 
fonal  Appearance  abroad,  to  animate 
the  Proteftant  Powers  in  afferting 
their  Rights  and  Priviledges,  and  with- 
ftanding  the  Encroachments  of  an  Ar- 
bitary  and  Perfecuting  Spirit. 

For  what  Reafons  we  are  thus 
d  iffinguifiied  by  the  Care  of  Provi¬ 
dence, 
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deuce,  and  have  not  fliar’d  in  the  Ca¬ 
lamities  which  thefe  unhappy  Regions 
Of  Europe  have  been  groaning  under 
is  to  us  a  Secret :  To  look  upon  it  as 
the  Reward  of  our  fuperior  Holinefs 
would  be  .great  Vanity;  and  to  charge 
the  buffering  Nations  with  having  been 
Sinners  above  all  others  would  be  uncha¬ 
ritable.  It  is  moil:  likely  that  by  the  Pray¬ 
ers,  and  for  the  fake  of  the  Righteous 
within  our  Gates,  the  Scourge  of  God 
is  with-held  for  a  Seafon,  and  His  Ven¬ 
geance  delayed  only,  and  that  except  m 
repent  xve  Jbdl  all  hkeivife  perifo. 

T  o  avert  which  we  can  take  no 
better,  Courfe  than  by  a  fincere  and 
thorough  Reformation,  by  endeavouring 
to  become  worthy  of  the  continuance 
of  that  indulgent  Providence  which 
has  hitherto  watch’d  over  us.  To 
which  End,  Profanefs  and  Infidelity, 
fhould  be  every  where  difccuntenan- 
ced,  the  Honour  and  Service  of  God 
be  duly  regarded,  and  all  poffible  in- 
ereafe  be  made  of  the  Number  of  the 

D  Righteous, 
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Righteous,  that  we  may  have  Advo¬ 
cates  in  the  Day  of  Diftrefs  to  ftand, 
like  Mojes  and  Phineas  in  the  Gap,  and 

fo  flay  the  Destroying  Ange  1,  that  tho 
Pfalm  xci.  a  Thqufand  fall  bcfides  us,  and  Ten  thou - 

[and  at  cur  Right  If  and  ;  there  may  no 
Evil  ktp fen  unto  us,  neither  any 
P  L  AGV  E  come  nigh  oar  Dwelling. 

V  -  -  -  I 

Whatever  Political  or  Religious 
Differences  have,  on  other  Qccafions, 
hinder’d  the  offering  our  joint  Petitions 
in  the  Houfe  of  God  as  Friends,  there 
can  be  no  Exceptions  made  to  the 
Penitential  Exercifes  we  are  now  em¬ 
ploy’d  in,  nor  any  Difaffeftion  to  cool 
the  Fervency  of  our  Prayers.  Ephraim 
and  Manajjeth ,  as  well  as  Judah,  the 
Stranger  within  our  Gates,  they  who 
favour  not  our  Sion ,  nor  the  Peace  of 
our  j Urufalem,  are  however  equally  in- 
tereffed  in  thefe  Sacrifices. 

While  we  have  hanging  over  our 
Heads  that  dreadful  Reconciler,  and 
moft  formidable  of  all  the  Stores  of 

Divine 
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Divine  Vengeance,  our  Contention  and 
Enmity  fhould  ceafe  on  Earth ;  we 
flhould  concurr,  at  leaft,  as  we  may 
confiftently,  with  differing  Opinions,  in 
reforming  the  Errors  of  pur  Lives 
’  and  clothing  ourfelves  with  Innocence, 
Integrity,  and  Virtue.  So  fliall  we 
difengage  ourfelves  from  die  vile  and 
mifchievous  Suggeftions  of  Envy,  Pre¬ 
judice,  and  Ill-nature;  and  from  Avaricp 
that  fatal  Root  of  the  Evil  we  fo  hea¬ 
vily  complain  of,  and  of  another  Ca¬ 
lamity,  which  we  would  as  induftri- 
ouffy  conceal,  and  which  equally  ought 
to  be  lamented,  our  corrupt  and  mem 
cenary  Practices. 

W  e  can  ufe  no  Words  that  will  bet¬ 
ter  exprefs  our  true  Cafe  than  thofe  of 
the  Prophet  to  the  Jews  ;  Behold ,  the 
Lords  Hand  is  not  fhortned ,  that  it  cannot  ifalah 
jave ;  neither  his  Ear  heavy  that  it  cannot  1,2,3» 
hear.  But  our  Iniquities  have  feparated 
between  us  and  our  God ,  and  our 

Sifts  have  hid  his  Face  from  us ,  that 
he  will  not  hear .  For  cur  Lips  have 

D  2  fpoken 
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fpoken  Lies ,  cw  Tongue  hath  mut¬ 
tered  Preverjensfs .  0#r  Tranfigrejjions 

are  mu  l  tip!  it'd  before  God , 

cS/W  tefiify  again fl  us  :  for  our  Tranf 1 
greffions  are  with  usj  and  as  for  our 
Iniquities  we  know  them. 


I  fa.  >. 
^  7- 


i  ,  ,  «r. 

A  n  d  if  we  find  this  to  be  our  Di~ 
ftemper,  the  fame  infpired  Perfon  will 
dire£t  us  to  the  Remedy.  Seek  ye,  fays  he, 
the  Lordj  while  he  may  be  found ,  call  ye 
upon  him  while  he  is  near .  Let  the 
Wicked  for  fake  his  Way ,  and  the  unrighteous 
Man  his  Thoughts  :  and  let  him  return  un¬ 
to  the  Lord ,  and  He  will  have  Mercy 
upon  him ,  and  to  cur  •  Gra!,  for  he  will 
abundantly  pardon . 

.  r  f  if 

-  *v  i 

That  we  may  therefore  become 

.  t 

tfuly  ferifible  of  our  great  Danger,  and 
ufe  thefe  proper  Means  for  our  Pre- 
fervation,  and  that  our  Endeavours 
may  be  crown’d  with  Succefs, 


c  \ 

4* 


God  of  his  Infinite  Mercy  grant ^  for  the 
Sake  of  our  Lord  fiej us  Thrift  Amen* 


FINIS. 

■  -  «•  -- 


